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SUBJECT: ECEVIT WASHINGTON POST INTERVIEW 

REF: ANKARA 0201 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JANUARY 5 WASHINGTON POST STORY 
DATELINED ANKARA BY JOHN LAWTON. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: LEAVE GREECE, TURKEY ALONE, ANKARA'S 
LEADER URGES U.S. ANKARA, TURKEY, JAN. 4 - TURKISH PREMIER 
DESIGNATE BULENT ECEVIT, WHO IS TO FORM A CENTER-LEFT 
GOVERNMENT THURSDAY, SAID TODAY THAT THE UNITED STATES 
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SHOULD LEAVE GREECE AND TURKEY "ALONE TO SOLVE THEIR PROB 
LEMS." 

ECEVIT, 52, IS A SOCIAL DEMOCRAT WHO IS FORMING A CABINET 
FOLLOWING MONTHS OF POLITICAL UNREST AND THE COLLAPSE OF 
THE CENTER-RIGHT GOVERNMENT OF SULEIMAN DEMIREL. HE CAU- 
TIONED IN AN INTERVIEW THAT HE WAS NOT SUGGESTING THAT THE 
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UNITED STATES IGNORE THE PROBLEMS OF ITS ALLIES. 

’BUT I AM SUGGESTING THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE OVERINVOLVED,” 
HE SAID. 

THE U.S. CONGRESS IMPOSED AN ARMS AND MILITARY AID EMBARGO 

AGAINST TURKEY FOLLOWING ITS 1974 INVASION OF CYPRUS. THE 
INVASION WAS AUTHORIZED BY ECEVIT. WHO WAS PRIME MINISTER 
AT THE TIME. CONGRESS' ACTION, TAKEN IN HOPES OF FORCING 
TURKEY'S WITHDRAWAL, SOURED THIS COUNTRY'S RELATIONS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES. 

THE ACTION ALSO 'TNCEASED THE RIGIDITY" OF GREECE, ECEVIT 
SAID, "MAKING OUR PROBLEMS MORE DIFFICULT TO SOLVE." 

ECEVIT, WHO WAS PREMIER FOR NINE MONTHS IN 1974, BLAMED 
THE CENTER-RIGHT GOVERNMENTS THAT FOLLOWED HIS FOR THE 
IMPASSE WITH GREECE. 

"THEY WERE GOVERNMENTS WITH NO FOREIGN POLICY," HE SAID. 

ECEVIT SAID THE GOVERNMENT HE WAS SETTING UP WOULD "REAC- 
TIVATE FOREIGN POLICY IN TURKEY." 

"WE SHALL GIVE PRIORITY TO OUR PROBLEMS WITH OUR NEIGHBORS, 
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NAMELY OUR PROBLEMS WITH GREECE, AND TO BRINGING ABOUT A 
FINAL AND VIABLE SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS ISSUE," HE SAID. 

ON POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND THE FINANCIAL CRISIS IN TURKEY - 
TWO KEY FACTORS THAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF PREMIER 
DEMIREL'S THREE-PARTY COALITION IN A NEW YEAR'S EVE VOTE 
OF NO CONFIDENCE-ECEVIT SAID HE BELIEVED HIS GOVERNMENT 
WOULD BE ABLE TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS BY IMPLEMENTING A 
COHERENT ECONOMIC POLICY AND BY EQUITABLY APPLYING THE LAW. 
BOTH POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND ECONOMIC TURMOILS HAVE IN- 
CREASED RAPIDLY IN RECENT MONTHS. 

THIRTEEN OF THE 14 RIGHTIST AND CENTRIST LEGISLATORS WHO 
HAVE PLEDGED THEIR SUPPORT TO ECEVIT'S LEFT-LEANING REPUB- 
LICAN PEOPLES PARTY ARE EXPECTED TO BE GIVEN POSTS IN HIS 
CABINET. IT IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL 
RATIFY THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND THAT IT WILL WIN A VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

ON TURKEY'S FUTURE RELATIONS WITH NATO AND THE EUROPEAN 
COMMON MARKET, ECEVIT SAID: "WE MEAN TO CONTINUE OUR 
ALLIANCES AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH OUR PRESENT ALLIES AND 
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PARTNERS. BUT THE STARTING POINT OF ALL OUR INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS WILL BE THE HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL REALITY 
THAT TURKEY IS A MIDDLE EASTERN AND BALKAN NATION." 

THE PREMIER-DESIGNATE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD SEEK 
BETTER RELATIONS WITH ALL ITS NEIGHBORS, INCLUDING THE 
SOVIET UNION. 

HE SAID TURKEY COULD PROVIDE THE "MISSING LINK" BETWEEN 
UNUSED MIDDLE EAST CAPITAL AND WESTERN TECHNOLOGY AND HIS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN SUCH 
"TRIANGULAR" ECONOMIC COOPERATION. 

ON TURKEY'S NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
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FUND - INTERRUPTED BY THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS - FOR AN 
EMERGENCY LOAN TO HELP PAY PRESSING FOREIGN DEPTS. ECEVIT 
SAID STANDARD IMF "RECIPES" WERE NOT APPLICABLE TO TURKEY 
AND THIS SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. 

ECEVIT SAID ALL COUNTRIES INTERESTED IN THE SURVIVAL OF 
DEMOCRACY IN TURKEY SHOULD HELP THE TURKS OVER THEIR 
PRESENT ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. 

"AFTER ALL," HE SAID, "TURKEY IS THE ONLY DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRY IN WHICH DEMOCRACY HAS SURVIVED SINCE THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR." END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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